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MR. SALINGER: I am available for questions. 

Q» Pierre, in view of the President's letter to 
U Thant, are we going to continue the quarantine while 
these discussions go on? 

MR. SALINGER: Let me go on BACKGROUND 

****** 

and say that it is evident, self-evident, that the quarantine 
will continue. There are still Soviet ships headed towards Cuba, 
and the only way that this Government can get precise informa- 
tion on some of these ships as to what cargoes they are 
carrying — 

Q« Slow down. 

MR. SALINGER: — is through the quarantine, 

Q. Do you have the number of ships ? 

MR, SALINGER: No, I would not give you the number, 
I might also add that as the President said in his speech, 
and it was stated in his message to the Secretary General, 
the objective of the quarantine « Hold on just a minute. 

As I was saying -- 

Q, Fierre, is everything you are saying for 
BACKGROUND ? 

MR. SALINGER: BACKGROUND , yes, 

Q. Background as yesterday, a White House official? 

MR. SALINGER: A White House official. 

As I stated, the objective, the principal objective, 
of the quarantine is stated both in the President's speech 
and in his message to U Thant, the elimination of the 
offensive missile bases from Cuba, and work is continuing on 
these bases. 

Q« As of when? 

MR. SALINGER: No. 

Q. What form is that work taking? 
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i25Jf?Sf J 1 ? 1 0f the quarantine, whether that means 
indefinitely or until talks begin. 

conrnellin^i-^f NGER S X ^ 8tated two otters which are 
?h« P niii? 8 ffl !f ter8 * 8 far as the quarantine. One of them is 
second* i"^ 1 ? 11 Z £ ? ovie 5 shi P s Awards the area, and the 
eliminU- thf fS* that the Wxpoee of the quarantine is to 

wor^^lhose 6 S^SStSSlJ* ba868 ln ^ "* *' 

a quarantine b^f ?«li J ' iS f^ llttla d * f£ i«»lt to understand bo.; 
are thSe. * itself, could remove any missile bases. They 

^r^ , MR. SALINGER: Well, I think en fiat I would c-rtainlv 

p re re f crs e o onlhiVpoi c £. Pre81dent,s 8i)ecch Le - u8e he ««• «S 

1« A fl J e S e ^asures were not enough, further steps ' 

would be taken. That was roughly what he said. 

M..> .t MR. SALINGER: All I can do is what I did with Bill 
that the President's speech speaks for itself on this mtiit. 

tlikl ar1 t u^^r° 1Ve endinS the <1U " anttne wgi! ' ' Se 

MR. SALINGER: I think my statement speaks for itself. 

£*k«r. K^t,™ S 5°5J: of invas i°n, what precautions have we 
taken because of the new threat of these bases in Cuba? 

u s. -u M R » SALINGER: Again, I am not going to go beyond 
what the President said and whit I have just laid, 

f« ea « ,-k 2 9 -u Is this n ? C a r fJ e ction of Mr. U Thant's proposal, 
to say that the quarantine will continue? v****., 

to Mr it ™:«^ INGSR: X think the message of the President 
l?^l 11 Thant ls , very clear. I was asked about that 
particular point of the quarantine since there seems to 
be some doubt in some people's minds as to whether the 
quarantine was going to continue, 

to? What &ll"Sj,"S lbouiV PreUminary talkS he U asr " ln « 
U N MR# SALINGE R»* * would prefer you get that from the 

Q. In your BACKGROUND — 

are BACKGrS?ND ? ALINGER? AU remrkS l n " ld * ° n this Sub ^ ect 

Q. -- there is a clear indication that the 
quarantine will go on until the missile bases are dismantled, 
which goes much further than merely the shipment of missiles 
into Cuba. Is tha t a correct interpret ation? 
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MR. SALINGER: I am available for questions. 

,t *u .. Qd Pierre t ^ view of the President's letter to 
U Thant, are we going to continue the quarantine while 
these discussions go on? 

MR. SALINGER: Let me go on BACKGROUND 

****** 

and say that it is evident, self-evident, that the quarantine 
will continue. There are still Soviet ships headed towards Cuba. 
and the only way that this Government can get precise informa- 
tion on some of these ships as to what cargoes they are 
carrying — ° J 

Q. Slow down, 

MR. SALINGER: — is through the quarantine. 

Q. Do you have the number of ships? 

T . . fc ,***• SALINGER: No, I would not give you the number. 
I might also add that as the President said in his speech, 
and it was stated in his message to the Secretary General, 
the objective of the quarantine — Hold on just a minute. 

As I was saying — 

Q. Pierre, is everything you are saying for 
BACKGROUND ? 6 

MR. SALINGER: BACKGROUND , yes, 

Q, Background as yesterday, a White House official? 

MR. SALINGER: A White House official. 

As I stated, the objective, the principal objective, 
of the quarantine is stated both in the President's speech 
and in his message to U Thant, the elimination of the 
offensive missile bases from Cuba, and work is continuing on 
these bases, 

Q, As of when? 

MR. SALINGER: No, 

Q, What form is that work taking? 

MR. SALINGER: I don't want to spell that out, Eddie. 

. , , Q« When you say it is self-evident the quarantine 

will continue, in terms of time do you mean indefinitely? 

Q. We can't hear you, 

Q. I was asking in tenss of time what was meant by 


n uL*. u n Lit u a c u aaea con t inues. 

Q, Pierre, It is a little difficult to understand how 
a quarantine, by itself, could remove any missile bases. They 
are there. 

MR. SALINGER: Well, I think on fiat I would certainly 
refer you back to the Presidents speech Le:ause he was very 
precise on this point, 

Qo I would like to go bask to the President's 
speech, Pierre, The President said in his speech, in substance, 
that if these measures were not enough, further steps 
would be taken. That was roughly what he said. 

MR. SALINGER: All I can do is what I did with Bill, 
that the President 1 s speech speaks for itself on this matter. 

Q c Pierre, you said the quarantine will continue. 
Does that mean that the United States will not engage in any 
talks that would involve ending the quarantine while the 
talks are underway? 

MR. SALINGER: I think my statement speaks for itself. 

Q. Short of invasion, what precautions have we 
taken because of the new threat of these bases in Cuba? 

MR. SALINGER: Again, I am not going to go beyond 
what the President said and what I have just said. 

Q, Is this not a rejection of Mr, U Thant«s proposal, 
to say that the quarantine will continue? 

MR. SALINGER: I think the message of the President 
to :Mr. U Thant is very clear, I was asked about that 
particular point of the quarantine since there seems to 
be some doubt in some people's minds as to whether the 
quarantine was going to continue, 

Q. What are the ^.preliminary talks .he is agreeing 
to? What will they be about? 

MR. SALINGER: I would prefer you get that from the 
U.N. 

Q. In your BACKGROUND — 

MR. SALINGER; All remarks I made on this subject 
are BACKGROUND . 

Q. — there is a clear indication that the 
quarantine will go on until the missile bases are dismantled* 
which goes much further than merely the shipment of missiles 
into Cuba* Is that a correct interpretation? 

MR. SALINGER: I would think I was rather precise, 
Ralph. I said there were two matters involved here. One is 
the continuation towards Cuba of Soviet ships. The other is 
the fact t t these ..bases are still there and that the 
work on them continues . 

MORE 
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Q, I am trying to relate this phrase of "will 
continue" to these two facts. 

MR. SALINGER: I think I will just let the statement 
stand, 

-a 4J _, ^ Pierre, if the ships turned around and we were 
satisfied that the blocked ships were sailing away from Cuba 
rather than towards it, is it correct to infer from what 
you said that that, in itself, would not be enough, would not 
be a condition under which we would life the quarantine? 

J® - S £LINGER: I am not in a position to comment on 
contingencies, I have stated the present situation, 

„. . Q # Mr « Secretary, when you say work is continuing on 
these bases, you mean construction work, not dismantling? 

MR. SALINGER: I do not mean dismantling, 

„„,>> t -8; Pierre, can you be more precise about continuing 
now7 is this as of photos we have gotten today? 


on that 


« 


MR. SALINGER: I am not going to be more precise 


_ . _ Q« Pierre, you said that ships were headed towards 
°rtt- Sf" you . state whet her they are coming near the area 
of tte blockade, or are they just in mid-Atlantic heading 
toward it? e 

MR, SALINGER: I am not going to spell that out, 

i *, L Q* P° ^ tnean that work is continuing on these 
missile bases? s 

MR. SALINGER: That is exactly what I said. 

_, ? , ,,? iat ste P s are we going to take to stop the 
continued build-up of the bases? 

MR. SALINGER: I thought the President *s speech was very 
precise. I am not going to go beyond it, 

^ ,* „ Q, s Pierre, since the quarantine, so-called, in 
itself doesn't rid Cuba of the bases, would further steps 
be needed, as the President seated in his Monday night speech? 

MR, SALINGER: Eddie, I think we are going to have 
to let the situation develop, and I think the Presidents 
speech will have to serve as the backdrop of that, 

Q, If we let it develop, that implies that there 
is not too much of a danger in those bases right now. We were 
told on Monday night that some of these bases were assumed 
to be operational, 

MR. SALINGER: I am not going to go beyond what I 
said, Earl, 

Q. What -is the reading, Pierre, that you might 
possibly put on the fact that the captain of this tanker 
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thtt ?! YS uld in i i8t that the UN people be in Cuba and that 

SSh?* 1 !? 8ee these thin 8 8 dismantled? Was that the 
^resident's speech? 

ref e rp«o« "S^u 11 ^? 8 The President's speech contained that 
o«r rfSSf' J i fc 5f 8ubs equent speech of Mr. Stevenson as well as 
our draft resolution contains that provision, 

you mean iSdefinUel?? 7 ° U M7 the « uarantine wil1 continue. Do 
times alrea 1 d\ SALINGSRS * teVe answered that question three 

to th* p^S^« P i erre * ^e Secretary General in his request 
hL the J?residentsuggested a two to three w-ek suspension of 
Ge e e r«? r Sfi n ?* but , ! he Resident's reply to the Secretary 
«5 P^L d S eS ^ t, "Ply to that point. CaS you say whether 

32t F 5.£iSS gg? f a further reply or why he ta "' t answered 

further *!S # ? ALINGS 4 R: * can't tell you whether he will reply 
turther, and I am going to stand on what I said. 

i-h^ - u Q ; p ifrre, have we set any kind of deadline for 
them to begin dismantling the bases? 

MR. SALINGER: I can't answer that. 

statement todayf^ ^ **" C ° C0Tment ° n Senator »"*«!' • 

MR. SALINGER: No. 

Q. Was the tanker the only ship which has so far 
reached the point at which ships are being intercepted, or 
have otners reached that point sine the tanker 1 

MR. SALINGER: As of now it is the only ship, 

r*„4,n„ » Q Zu ? ierre I J i s J t l i e pace of the work continuing as 
rapidly as that described by the President Monday evening? 

«,,#• t- m t» SALINGER: Again I would rather not spell that 
out. Tne work is continuing. v 

Q. Has Bertram Russell's telegram been found? 
MR. SALINGER: No, 

Was there S'bt&JSf T* U i8 continuin 8 or has " resumed? 

MR. SALINGER: I' am not aware of a break-off. 
know? Q * Vl& ™ ° ther ShipS altered their course, do you 

MR, SALINGER: I can't comment on that. 

+u*~> *~ Q. Up to now there has not been a certainty that 
chlnled? nucIeag war heads in Cuba. Has that situation 


TOtfm^xnair t ow ag es ir, ir re correct to mrer rrom wnat 
you said that that, in itself, would not be enough, would not 
be a condition under which we would life the quarantine? 

MR. SALINGER: I am not in a position to comment on 
contingencies. I have stated the present situation, 

Q. Mr* Secretary, when you say work is continuing on 
these bases, you mean construction work, not dismantling? 

MR, SALINGER: I do not mean dismantling, 

Q. Pierre, can you be more precise about continuing 
now? Is this as of photos we have gotten today? 

MR, SALINGER: I am not going to be more precise 
on that, 

Q, Pierre, you said that ships were headed towards 
Cuba, Can you state whether they are coming near the area 
of the blockade, or are they just in mid-Atlantic heading 
toward it? 

MR. SALINGER: I am not going to spell that out. 

Q, Do you mean that work is continuing on • these 
missile bases? 

MR. SALINGER: That is exactly what I said. 

Q c What steps are we going to take to stop the 
continued build-up of the bases? 

MR, SALINGER: I thought the President's speech was very 
precise. I am not going to go beyond it, 

Q, Pierre, since the quarantine, so-called, in 
itself doesn't rid Cuba of the bases, would further steps 
be needed, as the President stated in his Monday night speech? 

MR. SALINGER: Eddie, I think we are going to have 
to let the situation develop, and I think the President's 
speech will have to serve as the backdrop of that, 

Q, If we let it develop, that implies that there 
is not too much of a danger in those bases right now. We were 
told on Monday night that some of these bases were assumed 
to be operational, 

MR. SALINGER: I am not going to go beyond what I 
said, Earl, 

Q, What -is the reading, Pierre, that you might 
possibly put on the fact that the captain of this tanker 
which readily identified itself and its cargo and its desti- 
nation — does this indicate that they received instructions? 

MR. SALINGER: I am not possibly in a position to 
comment on that, 

Q, Pierre, didn't the President in his speech say 

MORE 
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you mean Indefinitely? 

MR. SALINGER: I have answered that question three 
times already, 

Q» Pierre, the Secretary General In his request 
to the President suggested a two to three woek suspension of 
the quarantine, but .the Presidents reply to the Secretary 
General doesn't reply to that point. Can you say whether 
the President plans a further reply or why he hasn't answered 
that specific point? 

MR. SALINGER: I can't tell you whether he will reply 
further, and I am going to stand on what I said. 

Q. Pierre, have we set any kind of deadling for 
them to begin dismantling the bases? 

MR. SALINGER: I can't answer that. 

Q. Would you care to comment on Senator Kuchel's 
statement today? 

MR. SALINGER: No, 

Q, Was the tanker the only ship which has so far 
reached the point at which ships are being intercepted, or 
have others reached that point since the tanker? 

MR. SALINGER: As of now it is the only ship. 

Q. Pierre, is the pace of the work continuing as 
rapidly as that described by the President Monday evening? 

MR. SALINGER: Again I would rather not spell that 
out. The work is continuing. 

Q. Has Bertram Russell's telegram been found? 

MR. SALINGER: No. 

Q, Do you mean it is continuing or has it resumed? 
Was there a break-off? 

MR. SALINGER: I : am not aware of a break-off. 

Q. Have other ships altered their course, do you 


know? 


MR. SALINGER: I can't comment on that. 


Q, Up to now there has not been a certainty that 
there are nuclear warheads in Cuba. Has that situation 
changed? 

MR. SALINGER: I cannot comment on that. 

Q. Can you tell us anything about a communication 
between Khrushchev and the President? 

MR, SALINGER: My answer on that is the same as this 

hORE 
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morning. 

m.^in^.i; Ambassador Stevenson repeatedly used the word 
nuclearization all the way through. 

comment ***' SALINGSRj I said I am not in a position to 

Q. Has Adlai begun his discussions with U Thant? 
that MR ' SA ^ INGERs 1 *» not in a position to comment on 

Q. Has the President received a reply from U Thant? 

MR. SALINGER: I don't think he has received the text 
on it yet. 

-u ^ Qc , Ar « ypu expecting anything further from here in 
the next couple of hours? 

MR. SALINGER: One never knows, 

c ..uj u Q ' „ Can Y™ P ut thi8 out as not BACKGROUND ? Has all 
of this been BACKGROUND ? tir * 

MR. SALINGER: It has all been BACKGROUND , that is 
right, , 

u 4 -. - 1 understand there are some who came into this 
-rieting late. I want to make sure that they understand that 
y e »??y% been # .5 a }king completely for BACKGROUND and anything 
I said is attributable only to White House sources, 

Q. Can you give us guidance for the next few hours? 

MR. SALINGSRj I can«t. Stay loose. 

Q. This takes the place of the 5:30? 

MR. SALINGER: This is the 5:30 briefing. 

Q. For background, what are some of the literary 
devices? Can you say a White House official or officials? Is 
that satisfactory to you? 

MR. SALINGER: That is fine, yes. 

,.. . Q» Can you say why you resorted to this device in 

the last two or three days? We never had it before. 

MR. SALINGER: We have had it almost steadily. 

♦.u u &, ^ "background", Pierre, but not background 
through a White House Official. 

MR. SALINGER: Yes, we have had it numerous tims, Ned. 
Q. Thank you, Mr. Secretary, 

--. . , Q» Pierre, to say we attribute it to a White House 
official, can we use quotes on these words? 


Q. Ha 8 Adlal begun his discussions with U Thant? 

MR. SALINGSRj I am not in a position to comment on 
that. 

Q, Has the President received a reply from U Thant? 

MR. SALINGER: I don't think he has received the text 
on it yet. 

Q. Are you expecting anything further from here in 
Che next couple of hours? 

MR. SALINGER: One never knows. 

Q. Can you put this out as not BACKGROUND ? Has all 
of this been BACKGROUND ? 

MR. SALINGER: It has all been BACKGROUND , that is 
right. 

I understand there are some who came into this 
briefing late, I want to make sure that they understand that 
we have been talking completely for BACKGROUND and anything 
I said is attributable only to White House sources. 

Q. Can you give us guidance for the next few hours? 

MR. SALINGER} I can't. Stay loose. 

Q. This takes the place of the 5:30? 

MR. SALINGER: This is the 5:30 briefing. 

Q, For background, what are rome of the literary 
devices? Can you say a White House official or officials? Is 
that satisfactory to you? 

MR. SALINGER: That is fine, yes, 

Q, Can you say why you resorted to this device in 
the last two or three days? We never had it before. 

MR. SALINGER: We have had it almost steadily. 

Q. But "background", Pierre, but not background 
through a White House Official, 

MR. SALINGER: Yes, we have had it numerous tims, Ned. 
Q. Thank you, Mr. Secretary. 

Q. Pierre, to say we attribute it to a White House 
official, can we use quotes on these words? 

MR. SALINGER: Yes, you can quote, 

Q. Any new message from Premier Khrushchev? 

MR. SALINGER: I answered that question. 

Q. Have you any appointments for tomorrow? 

MR. SALINGER: No, 

THE PRESS: Thank you* 

END 


